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Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the November 9, 2016 Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission meeting, 
the Commission decided to defer potential rule-making on post-transition 
implementation of Columbia River Fisheries Reform until their January 
20, 2017 meeting.  Commission discussion indicated the primary reasons 
for this deferral were to allow more time for additional staff analyses and 
more time for additional coordination with the State of Washington.   
Post-transition rules are currently scheduled to go into effect on January 
1, 2017.  The Commission directed staff to prepare draft rules for 
consideration at the December 2, 2016 Commission meeting to extend the 
“transition period” for Columbia River Fisheries Reform rules by one 
month. This one-month extension would ensure post-transition rules do 
not go into effect until potential adaptive management is considered at the 
January 20, 2017 Commission meeting. 
Current OARs in Division 500 specify that additional allocation shifts 
take place beginning in 2017.  In order to ensure that the Commission has 
adequate opportunity to consider adaptive management provisions, staff 
has prepared rule modifications that will move the shifts in allocation 
from January 1, 2017 to February 1, 2017.   
The Commission will consider the overall Columbia River Fisheries 
Reform policy and rules at their, January 20, 2017 meeting, at which time 
additional rules related to allocations and other policy issues may be 
adopted by the Commission. 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

The Commission provided this direction to staff following the public 
session at the November 9, 2016 Commission meeting. 
 

ISSUE 1 
 

EXTENSION OF COLUMBIA RIVER FISHERIES REFORM 
TRANSITION PERIOD BY ONE MONTH 

ANALYSIS 
 

Rules establishing the Commission’s policy for non-tribal Columbia 
River Recreational and Commercial Fisheries Management Framework 
are specified in OAR Chapter 635, Division 500, rules 6700-6765. 
OAR 635-500-6705 documents the “guiding principles” for the policy, 
but does not contain references to specific dates or calendar years.   
OARs 635-500-6715 through -6735 contain references to the “transition 
period”, defined as the end of 2016.  Allocations in all rules -6715, and 
6725-6735 are scheduled to change for calendar year 2017 and beyond, 
which is defined as “long term” under current rules.  Under current rules, 
these changes would take effect January 1, 2017. 
OAR 635-500-6720 documents the Commission’s 2013 decision on 
allocation of summer Chinook harvestable surpluses.  This rule specifies 
allocations of 70% recreational/30% commercial during the transition 
period.  The Oregon and Washington Fish and Wildlife Commissions 
were unable to agree on allocation of summer Chinook the long term, and 
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as a result, Oregon rule does not currently specify an allocation formula 
for calendar year 2017 and beyond. 
Staff is proposing rules that would extend all allocations associated with 
the last year of the transition period (2016) through January 31, 2017.  
Adoption of these amended rules will prevent allocation shifts currently 
scheduled to take place on January 1, 2017 from occurring until at least 
February 1, 2017.   
This will provide more time for staff analyses and for the Commission to 
fully review the overall Columbia River Fisheries Reform policy and 
rules for potential adaptive management actions at the January 2017 
meeting. This additional time will also allow better coordination and ad 
hoc discussion with members of the Washington Fish and Wildlife 
Commission to support efforts to provide orderly and concurrent policies  
pursuant to ORS 508.980 and OAR 635-500-6705  
While recreational fisheries for spring Chinook salmon are open 
downstream of the I-5 bridge in January, angling effort and catch is so 
low as to be unaffected by these allocation differences.  Recreational 
effort and catch increases will occur well after the conclusion of the 
January 2017 Commission meeting.  Commercial fisheries will not begin 
until after the conclusion of the January 2017 Commission meeting. 
OARs 635-500-6740 through -6750 document allocations of coho, chum, 
and white sturgeon, respectively.  While all three of these rules do 
reference the transition period and long term period, they do not specify 
different allocations across those timeframes.  Staff has not provided draft 
changes for the chum and sturgeon rules, but have extended the date on 
the coho rules due to some other language differences between the 
transition period and the long term. 
OARs 635-500-6755 through -6765 do not contain references to actions 
that occur with the onset of calendar year 2017, and accordingly staff has 
not provided draft changes for these rules. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Adopt changes to OARs as shown in Attachment 3. 
 

2. No action.  Allocation changes scheduled to occur in 2017 would be 
unmodified. 

 
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

1. Adopt changes to OARs as shown in Attachment 3. 

 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to adopt the amendments to OARs 635-500-6715 through -6735 as 
shown in Attachment 3. 
 
December 15, 2016. 


